RESUNE:
SUBJ.: CHAPLAINS IN TERVEIWS
REF,: INTERVELWS FCR CCNCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR DISCHARGE

The chaplain scemed a first to think that I was only trying to make scme sort of a p¢
poor joke. He was unsure just how to handle my insistence that I was serious about the
applacation , continnually meking reference to & comm unist menence and tha bruta!lity o

of the"enemy"., When it became ®bvious to himn that I didn't seemed to consider the comme
unist menace in thatit was relevent to my feelings he made vague referencs to my mental
state and my capacity to reason out my own lifes morals. At one point he went so far as
to state that I had net the right to decide a moral ccde for mgself but that I must accept
his as being the true feelings of the church.,

When the interveiws started he secmed to infer in many instances that I was mentally
unbalanced because I did not want to die for my country, when I questioned his line of r
reasons being as I did not see how he arrived &t dieing in relation to killing another human
being he skirted the issue and reiused to give any real answer, There wre sseveral instances
where the chaplain would also state that I appeared not to be listening to what he w as
sayjng and I would ans<er that I did not s e that Icame to listen to him lecture me on his
s t of merals but rather to explain my own. &t an answer like that he would become angry an d
tell me that i #¥¥ié#- was being"smart ®

He skirted the issue of the churches attitude toward war and concentrated on the
nvies importance in the safety of the world today. When I would aske what tuat had to
do whith killing in war he again would not answer the question but would tack. off
on another subjecp. s.me times sayings things li:e"I must pray more,®™, or " yo are
a very mixed up person and I hope you find ut before you cause damage to ycur future®
this he aften accented by perscnnel stories of his ycuth nd the socialist actions of those
his age who found out to late that the s cialist mevement was really a comwunist subversion
and wh theh had to pay for they were quite obviously wrong in veiw ofthe world sit .atiom
The cihaplain also appeared to pla ce a great deal of store ih the fact that i had
typing errors in my appl cation ev en th ugh I expla nd to him that I had not typed the
paper but a freind had ., His veiw was that I was incapable of t inking the thoughts in
the paper because I couldn't speil even at the level



